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Local Church Spares “Ancient Wonder” Virginia Pine 

Rare 150 Year Old Pine Will Welcome Revolution Church as its New Neighbor
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CANTON, Ga., December 1 – A landmark tree near Highway 20 slated for destruction has earned a reprieve thanks to intense lobbying and what some might say is divine intervention from a young church with a strong appreciation of “ancient” history.  

The tree – a Virginia pine (Pinus virginiana) – was spotted by local horticulturalist Tom Cox years ago and noted for its unusually graceful habit, size, and estimated age of 150 years.  Cox and world renowned nurseryman Don Shadow of Winchester, Tennessee named it as a unique cultivar, ‘Ancient Wonder,’ and efforts began to propagate the tree – cuttings were even sent to Belgium after nurseries were made aware of it. 
Unfortunately, the ‘Ancient Wonder’ stood in the path of fast-growing Revolution Church’s new 23-acre campus at the corner of Union Hill Road and Highway 20.  Original plans called for the tree to come down to accommodate Revolution’s ambitious plans.  However, after learning of the tree’s history and heritage, and hearing from tree lovers near and far, as well as county leaders, church leadership decided to alter their plans and preserve the tree. Said Cox, “this came down to an eleventh hour reprieve as heavy grading equipment was on-site and the tree was literally within in days of being destroyed. Once the uniqueness and age of this tree was made known to the church, they began looking for ways to save it. They deserve a great deal of credit for placing their construction schedule in jeopardy.”   Cox went on to recognize the efforts of Cherokee county officials. “The Engineering department was helpful at every turn and Commission chairman, Buzz Ahrens was quick to contact the church once he was asked to get involved. This is county government being responsive to its citizens.”

“INSERT QUOTE FROM CHURCH LEADERS”

“INSERY QUOTE FROM CHAIRMAN AHRENS” 

While Virginia Pines are not native to this area of Georgia, they have been used by southern families for Christmas Trees for generations.  The ‘Ancient Wonder’ is long past its Christmas tree age, but its unique location, longevity, and girth make it a specimen tree worth saving, according to Cox.

“The Ancient Wonder Pine is a rare beauty that has received international recognition,” said Cox, a past president of the American Conifer Society who started nearby The Cox Arboretum and Gardens with his wife Evelyn in the 1990s. “It is more than a special tree, it is a landmark for many in our community and at 150 years old is certainly among the oldest trees in Cherokee County.  It takes a special organization to slow down and take a hard look at a situation like this, and I applaud Revolution Church for carefully considering this tree’s history as it considers how to best build for its future.”
Six year-old Revolution Church is a rapidly growing church based in Canton.  Its new home will include 800 to 1200 seats for worship, a dedicated children’s area, student area, offices and ministry space.  

About the Cox Arboretum

The Cox Arboretum and Gardens is a private estate located in Canton, Georgia.  Numbering over 4,000 living specimens, the plantings display one of the largest private collections of temperate flora in the United States. The Arboretum was started by Tom and Evelyn Cox in 1990 for the purpose of collecting garden-worthy plants. Throughout the years the mission has evolved with a present focus on plant evaluation, preservation of rare and endangered flora and to develop a public appreciation and enlightenment of plants.  It also serves a scientific and educational purpose, through testing and displaying new and rare plants in a garden setting.  To learn more, please visit www.coxgardens.com. 
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Pinus Virginiana ‘Ancient Wonder’ is a unique specimen tree located along Highway 20 in Canton.








